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New materials for the appearance of Crocodylus from the Early Miocene
Moghra Formation, Northern Western Desert, Egypt
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Neogene African crocodilian, especially in North Africa, are of vital importance for understanding the origin,
and the historical biogeography of the modern African and European last crocodilian. Moghra Formation, Qattara
Depression of northern Egypt, consists mainly of sandstone and shale intercalations related to tide dominated es-
tuary environment with indication of tropical, warm climate. It is best exposed along the Northern scarp of Qattara
Depression. Moghra locality has an abundance and diversity in the vertebrate fossils where it is a good environ-
ment for mammals, reptiles, birds and even fishes and it is characterized by a good preservation for the fossils in
the sediments. The vertebrate remains are concentrated within four stratigraphic horizons mainly of lag deposits.
The crocodilian remains are concentrated only on the first lower horizon. Crocodylus has been described and re-
identified beside three other crocodilians (Rimasuchus lloydi, Tomistoma dowsoni and Euthecodon). Crocodylus
from Moghra deposits known to be the oldest form of crocodilians in Africa. Geological and paleontological sig-
nificance indicate that Moghra known is older than Gabal Zelten, Libya, and similar to deposits at Rusinga, Kenya
and Napak, Uganda.



