Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 21, EGU2019-12028, 2019

EGU General Assembly 2019 EG U
© Author(s) 2019. CC Attribution 4.0 license.

Physical factors controls on heterotrophic soil respiration: a mechanistic
modeling framework

Teamrat Ghezzehei (1), Benjamin Sulman (2), and Asmeret Asefaw Berhe (1)

(1) Life and Environmental Sciences Department, University of California-Merced, Merced, California, United States
(taghezzehei @ucmerced.edu, aaberhe @ucmerced.edu), (2) Environmental Sciences Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory,
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, United States (sulmanbn@ornl.gov)

The rate of soil organic matter (SOM) decomposition is very sensitive to environmental factors, including wet-
ness status, temperature, and ionic strength. In addition these environmental factors are coupled with one another
according to complicated relationships that vary with soil physical and mineralogical properties. Therefore, predic-
tion the response of soil organic matter dynamics to changes in environmental variables is one of the major open
challenges in soil bio. In this presentation, we will introduce a physically-based modeling framework of aerobic
microbial respiration that incorporates the individual and interactive roles of energy-status of soil water, volumet-
ric water content, content of total dissolved solutes, and temperature. The applicability of the model is tested by
comparison with multiple datasets representing wide range of soil textures and structures. Illustrative examples
covering wide range of environmental conditions and dynamics will be presented.



