
Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 21, EGU2019-16385, 2019
EGU General Assembly 2019
© Author(s) 2019. CC Attribution 4.0 license.

Real-time simulation of runoff and prediction of compound
meteo-hydrological extreme events
Karim Abbaspour (1), Seyed Saeid Ashraf Vaghefi, (1,2), Anthony Lehmann (2,3)
(1) Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic Science and Technology, Ueberlandstrasse 133, CH-8600 Duebendorf, Switzerland,
(k_abbaspour@yahoo.com), (2) University of Geneva, Department F.-A. Forel of Environmental and Aquatic Sciences, Bd.
Carl-Vogt 66, CH-1211 Geneva, Switzerland, (3) University of Geneva, Institute for Environmental Sciences, enviroSPACE
Lab., Bd. Carl-Vogt 66, CH-1211 Geneva, Switzerland

Monitoring of environmental systems is getting more popular amongst policy and decision makers. A proper envi-
ronmental monitoring system simulates real-time behavior of the natural system, which is a fundamental step in the
preparation for natural disasters such as floods, droughts, and compound extreme events. Using high-performance
computational systems, atmospheric observations, and numerical weather predictions, we have developed a web
application to provide real-time monitoring and forecasting of water components at hydrometric gauging stations.
We developed an automated framework, which first, extracts the forecast time series of weather variables (e.g.
precipitation and temperature) from global data providers; second, reformats and transforms extracted weather
data into the input format of the Soil and Water Assessment Tool (SWAT); and third, it runs the SWAT model
of the watershed on the Cloud for the next ten days. The simulated results include river discharge, soil moisture,
actual evapotranspiration, and water yield can then be visualized on the geo-server. Finally, the probability of
having a compound extreme event in the next ten days is calculated. Compound extreme events are simultaneous
occurrences of many climatic or hydrological extremes. We tested the framework successfully in two glacierized
catchments in the Swiss Alps and it can now be implemented in other regions.


