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Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a Chinese national strategy which calls for cooperative economic, political and
cultural exchange at the global level along the ancient Silk Road. The overwhelming natural hazards located along
the belt and road bring great challenges to the success of BRI. In this framework, a 5-year international program
was launched to address issues related to hazards assessment and disaster risk reduction (DRR). The first workshop
of this program was held in Beijing with international experts from over 15 countries. Risk conditions on Belt and
Road Countries (BRCs) have been shared and science and technology advancements on DRR have been dissemi-
nated during the workshop. Under this program, six task forces have been setup to carry out collaborative research
works and three prioritized study areas have been established. This workshop kicked start this program which in-
volved partners from different countries including Pakistan, Nepal, Russia, Italy, UK, Sri Lanka and Tajikistan. The
program adopted the objectives of Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and Sustainable Development
Goals and was implemented to assess disaster risk in BRCs and to propose suitable measures for disaster control
which can be appropriate both for an individual country and for specific sites. This paper deals with the outcomes
of the workshop and points out opportunities for the near future international cooperation on this matter.


