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The complex magnetotelluric (MT) apparent resistivity tensor was introduced by Brown (2016). It can be de-
composed into two real tensors, the apparent resistivity and the apparent resistivity phase tensors. They represent
relationships between the observed electric field at a point on the Earth’s surface and the associated apparent
current density. The frequency dependant apparent resistivity tensor contains information about the properties of
resistivity subsurface structures such as magnitude and orientation. Its array distribution outlines depth and spatial
extension of the anomalies. We present a new and elegant way to visualize the tensor invariants which allows for a
simplified data interpretation.
Numerical studies reveal a high sensitivity of the apparent resistivity and the apparent resistivity phase tensors
to vertical and horizontal resistivity contrasts. Therefore, the tensors were incorporated in the ModEM inversion
software (Kelbert et al., 2014). Its performance was tested using a canonical conductivity anomaly embedded
obliquely at the transition of a conductive and resistive quarter space. The inversion results were compared to
those of common MT measures, i.e. impedance tensor and phase tensor. They showed remarkable improvements
in resolving the boundaries of the anomaly.


