
Certifying	best	practices	in	mineral	exploration:	a	step	towards	an	enhanced	reputation	
Leïla	Ajjabou	(1),	Moritz	Kirsch	(1),	Richard	Gloaguen	(1),	Jon	Russil	(2),	and	the	INFACT	Consortium
(1) Helmholtz- Zentrum	Dresden-Rossendorf,	Helmholtz	Institute	Freiberg	for	Resource	Technology,	Germany
(2) SRK	Exploration	Services,	Cardiff,	UK

Motivation

MSc.	Leïla	Ajjabou	|		Helmholtz	Institute	Freiberg	for	Resource	Technology			|		l.ajjabou@hzdr.de		|		www.hzdr.de/hif

Current	Barriers	to	
Exploration	in	the	EU:

• Land	use
• Regulation
• Exploration	Efficiency	
• Securing	a	Social	
Licence
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• 150	kilometers	north	of	the	Arctic	Circle
• Copper-nickel-platinum	group	elements	

deposit	of	Finnish	Lapland	
• Exploration	license	owned	by	Anglo	

American
• Natura	2000	protected	area
• Remote	location
• Reindeer	herders	– cultural	heritage

Sakatti Geyer Rio	Tinto	&	Cobre	Las	Cruces

• Deposits	of	tin,	zinc,	tungsten,	
molybdenum,	copper,	iron,	silver	and	
indium

• 110	kilometers	south	of	Leipzig,	Eastern	
part	of	Germany

• Tourism	- Erzgebirge
• High	population	density
• Long	history	of	ore	mining	

• Opencast	polymetallic	mine	and	Copper	
mining	complex	

• Operated	by	Atalaya Mining	and	First	
Quantum	Minerals

• Long	mining	history	- highly	altered	area
• Strong	local	mining	identity
• Rural	context,	high	socio-economic	

dependency	on	mining for	Rio	Tinto	and	
Near	metropolitan	area	of	Seville	for	Las	
Cruces	

• Collect	high-quality	data	sets
• Identify	exploration	targets
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