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The Early Eocene was the period of most intense plate collision during the building of the
Pyrenean orogen. Tectonic loading of the overriding European plate caused flexure of the
subducting Iberian plate and formation of an elongated foredeep connected westward with the
Atlantic Ocean. The uneven distribution of the Triassic evaporites caused the formation of a thrust
salient in the central Pyrenees related to tectonic inversion of the pre-existing Mesozoic rift basins.
This process ultimately resulted in the partitioning of the foreland basin and the isolation of the
Ripoll Basin in the East from the Tremp-Graus and Ainsa-Jaca basins in central and western southPyrenees. The precise timing and the surface processes related to this reorganization of the
sediment routing system remains not fully understood. Early tectono-stratigraphic reconstructions
envisaged a scenario of isolation of the eastern Pyrenean Foreland basin in the early Eocene, while
other recent studies on detrital zircon geochronometry suggest that the sedimentary transfer
system in the Tremp-Graus basin connected upstream to the Ripoll basin until middle Lutetian
times. In this contribution we discuss constraints on the early Eocene paleogeography of the southeastern Pyrenees in the light of a revised chronostratigraphic scheme. We put forward a scenario
that tries reconciling all available structural, stratigraphic, petrologic, geochronologic, and
sedimentologic datasets.
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