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Qinghai-Tibet Plateau

l The Roof of the World
l  2.5 million square kilometers; average elevation of 

4,200 m
l one of the most important places to study the 

evolution and environmental adaptation of plants 
and humans

Picture from Jianquan Liu



Northeastern Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
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Vegetation dynamics across spatial and temporal scales inside Qinghai Lake Basin---
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Conclusions

lYWY area develops from a steppe to a forest steppe from late glacial to Mid-
Holocene, and a return to steppe over the Late Holocene.

l Forest belt widened in the Mid-Holocene. Spruce woodlands reached to the YWY 
area.

lVegetation environment provides small mobile hunting parties proper living 
conditions. Meanwhile, hunter-gathers’ activities had effects on vegetation cover in 
the YWY area.




