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What are alkane biomarkers and why do we interrogate them?

alkanes are hydrocarbons
and important constituents of leaf waxes

litter

Working hypothesis:

Horizon contains alkanes - former topsoil fAh;
if it doesn’t contain alkanes > B,, podzol horizon
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What are alkane biomarkers and why do we interrogate them?

alkanes are hydrocarbons
and important constituents of leaf waxes

litter

Moreover: (:31/()27
C., = Proxy for
Cy vegetation changes
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Chemotaxonomy based on number of C-atoms (Lit):
e C,; & C,q trees
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Result I: Chemotaxonomic differentiation of domlnant vegetatlon
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Slide 10° Result 11I; Clear indication of vegetation change in alpine peats
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