GOVERNMENT,

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE & ETHNIC TO
BUILD UP LOCAL SOCIETY

IN SOUTH MEINONG (9895 ~ 19455)

INTRODUCTION

Located in the northern part of the Pingtung Plain of southern Taiwan, the town of Meinong
is surrounded by Jade Mountain Range in the northeast, Laonong River in the south. After a
period of land management and social operation in the Qing Dynasty, Hakka ethnic groups kept
traditional lifestyle in Meinong. In the Qing Dynasty, the settlement development of Meinong
was mainly distributed in the northern as a result of Laonong River usually flooded and deposited
to alluvial fans with gravel and developed hardly in the southern. Until the Japanese coloniza-
tion period, the Japanese government and the private enterprise begun to develop the alluvial

Research Methods

This study has two mainly purposes to analyze. First, the coop-
eration relationship between private enterprise and government.
Second, the social operation and interaction between the original
residents and immigrants in Meinong by the new developments that
through existing research, literature review, field study and map-

ping.

Discussion&Conclusions

In 1908, the Japanese government constructed Shihzihtou Irri-
gation System to irrigate a new reclamation site in the south of
Meinong and set up a dike to block flood on the right bank of the
Laonong River. In 1909, the Governor's House gave the permission
to the private enterprise—Sanwu Company—to develope the Nan-
Long farm. The NanLong farm attracted the nearby Hoklo ethnic
group, the Hakka group of the northern Taiwan and the families of
the old tribes of Meinong came here for reclamation. Fig.1 Meinong
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The NanLong farm is alluvial soil of sandstone and
shale, so it is conducive to agricultural development.
It mainly grows the second-phase rice, sucrose,
banana and miscellaneous grain crops. The NanLong
farm controlled as a committee, representatives were
from the settlements of new reclamation site and farm
manager who was councilman. That built up a local
society center on the NanLong farm, it was different
from Meinong was mainly distributed in the northern
that was center on the town office. Through state

resources supported the private enterprise and private
_Eﬂ enterprise provided job opportunities for immigranst,
o oo || the south of Meinong became liveable, culturally
m% % | inclusive and sustainable landscapes from a alluvial
vz reiwn|| fans with gravel.
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Fig.2 Administrative space structure



