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Geotourism

GeoGuide

Jan Nyssen - Miro Jacob

= Geotourism is a form of natural area tourism Amaury Frankl Editors

that specifically focuses on landscape and

. N Geo-Trekking
. in Ethiopia’s

®» |n the frame of preparation of @
Geopark and application to UNESCO

Tropical
» Tembien culture largely inspired by MOUHtaInS

Orthodox religion

The Dogu‘a Tembien District
= Synergies and challenges of the &

overlapping spaces of geotourism and o \

religious expression
@ Springer




Synergies: Rock churches as a major
fouristic attraction O i

» Hundreds of rock churches — illustration by the P
(yet undescribed) Yohanis church of Debre
Sema'’it (Tembien)
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(Bussert & Nyssen, 2019)




Sacred forests around
all churches

Adenna Kidane Mihret




1IC

d domest

springs an

e
O
S
>
O
—

1S

tour

May Lomin

"

Dabba Hadera




Pilgrim ways — scope for frekking

Pilgri fo Dabba Hadera
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Environmental protection
created it’")
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First geosites: caves and tunnels as
Christianised sred SPOTS

i

i O K e Dembela, new Medhanie
Gobo Dogu’'at tunnel ©explorergenes  Alem rock church

Zeyi cave



Popular geological myths inspired by
religion
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Megesta © Google Earth



Domestic tfourism to sacred places -->
popularisation of geography and geology

Dobbo Hodero



Challenges

» Common drawbacks of international
tourism in developing countries
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Challenges

=» Common drawbacks of international tourism in developing
countries

» | ocations that are highly valued in local religious beliefs

» Specific challenges




Problems of access, with various rationales
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Gender-neutral geotourism vs patriarchal
religious affitudes
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Conservation vs modernization of
churches



Conservation vs modernization of
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4.5 billion years History of Eor’rh VS
6000 years since Genesis ’
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Information boards at geosites: religious

narratives vs scientific understanding
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Information boards at geosites: religious
narratives vs scientific understanding
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Doaxds at geosites: religious
scientific understanding sleass cress

modestly and be
respectful
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19t Century (University of Oregon
Museum Shelf Mark 10-844)
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Showing appropriate respect to the
sacred environment

Unpermitted tourist behaviour at a
church (© our students in Wukro, 2012)




Preparation of appropriate and site-
specific souvenirs

Lohbela ”



Community
geotourism

» |ocalincome

» Community lodges

Abune Yosef (©explorergenes)




Community ownershlp cmd benefl’rs of
geotourism 4 |

» |ocalincome
» Community lodges

=» Private inifiative

"¥.Dabba Hadera Church 'f

D

J
‘O
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Community ownership and benefits of
geotourism o
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= Private initiafive

= Tourist guiding




Conclusions: religion and geotfourism In
Tembien

» | ocal society has preserved sacred geosites

®» The sites are important for their self-definition as societies protected
by divine powers

» Sharing the preserved sites 1o (geo)tourists requires:

» Mutual respect and openness

» Pqarticipatory approach
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