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Pulpit statue (1600-1610), Michael Kern I, Wirzburg
cathedral, Germany




THE ISOTOPE TOO
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This is what we analyse: 834S, 3180, 8/Sr/ 86Sr
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HISTORICAL ALABASTER ZONES IN W AND S EUROPE
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THE « WITZENHAUSEN » ALABASTER: GEOLOGY, GEOGRAPHY, USES

Country/Region: Germany/ Hessen, Hundelshausen
Age: Permian (Zechstein)
Lithology/Accompanying rocks: gypsum and
anhydrite, light to dark grey, often brecciated.
Uses: Sculpture, 19-215t cent.: plaster

s

Hundelshausen quarry”Gipswerke Orth, Knauff group
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1458: Artisan Kurt Krug, quarries exploited for
tombstone of Ludwig |, unknown church in Kassel
1460-1469: documented transport of alabaster from
Witzenhausen to Kassel

1516: funeral monument of Wilhelm Il of Hesse, by
Ludwig Juppe using alabaster from Witzenhausen

| | @ Geosciences paur une Terre durable
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THE FORCHTENBERG ALABASTER: GEOLOGY, GEOGRAPHY, USE

Country/Region

Age: Triassic (Middlg'Mu:
Lithology/Accor " yanyin,
gray claystones : [
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THE FORCHTENBERG ALABASTER: HISTORY

\

16th — 17t cent: Exploitation of a private mining gallery

by the Kern dynasty. Four generations of sculptors.

Prominent members: Michael Kern Il (1555-1634),

"'ifn-Fami,w . Michael Kern Ill (1580-1649), Leonard Kern (1588-
1663), Achilles Kern (1607-1691)

After 1750: gypsum as fertiliser

1750-1953: gypsum for plaster production

1875: His rical gallery under the house of thg Kern

family plugged 4

1953: End of gypsum exploitation in Forchtenberg

Pulpit statue (1600-1610), Michael Kern Ill, Wirzburg cathedral, Germany




ISOTOPE FINGERPRINTS
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monument (1516):

e Permian alabaster close to
Hundelshausen (Sr & S isotopes)
Similarities to other Permian
AI baster eposits(Nordha‘usen)

Pr ise | of historical-quarries
stiffto bed (slight ,dgtlonf

of O isotopes of modern quarry
compared to artwork), historical
research needed, archives |

Forchtenberg: .. :

* Well-defined isotope sigr __

: distinct frorrrethgr German qmames—
should enable us to identify
Forchtenberg alabasterin’ artworks




