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Fighting Climate Misinformation: Fact-Checking of Climate
Misinformation in Spanish-speaking podcasts.
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Despite the evidences of the effects of climate change, and the need to adopt adaptation and

mitigation measures against its effects, it still exists a significant current of denialism . Radio

podcasts, an evolution of classical radio shows, are an interesting communication and leisure tool

for disseminating climate misinformation in today's saturated communication world.

In the framework of the CLIMACAST: UNDERSTANDING AND EXPOSING CLIMATE
MISINFORMATION ON PODCASTS project, we monitor, identify, verify and disseminate short

notes to fight this climate misinformation. Currently, the project is in the middle of its execution;

and we have monitored monitoring more than a thousand hours of podcasts in Spanish-speaking

countries from July to December of 2022. The project, funded by META and Poynter’s International

Fact-Checking Network is a joint collaboration between C3/IU-RESCAT/URV, VERIFICAT and Kinzen

and Chequeados.

The climate misinformation measure unit of this project is a climate claim. A claim is the smallest

unit of analysis of verifiable information containing a disputed claim about climate, climate

variability and climate change. In addition, to be considered a claim, the information or meaning

included in the message should be verifiable content. To track problematic terms, the editors of

Verificat monitor podcasts where people post climate disinformation to detect recurring words or

phrases in this area to define keywords to find the podcasts. When the podcasts are selected, an

artificial intelligence tool transcribes them to a specifically designed dashboard. If it detects

problematic content - for example, the word 'calentólogo' (warmist) is typical of negationist slang -

the system highlights the keyword for greater detection by analysts. The analyst checks if the

keyword refers to some climate and/or meteorological aspect. Then, the analyst determines the

content's verifiability based on the message's real climate disinformation. Each claim identified is

classified in six main narratives: the main misinformation: climate change does not exist, climate

change is not human-caused, climate change is not bad, solutions to face climate change do not

work, climate science is not liable and greenwashing.



The results show how the claims are regularly identified in regular podcasts. However, it also

shows slight growth in the two weeks of COP27.
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