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Fostering the next generation of Arctic scientists, from five to 35
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Inspiring the next generation of scientists and science-policy makers is crucial for continued

scientific development and to tackle the largest issues currently facing the Arctic and the globe.

Outreach in the Arctic has an added importance by promoting future development of northern

and Indigenous communities and inspiring educated individuals to remain living and working in

the north, thereby providing value creation in the local areas. But at what age should we focus our

outreach efforts? And how can we ensure that the children we inspire go onto careers in science

and decision making?

Arctic Frontiers is a non-profit organisation based in Tromsø with the purpose of bringing together

scientists, business leaders, policy makers and local communities for knowledge-based

discussions. Each year, they organise a series of education and outreach activities for a range of

audiences, from 'Science for Kids' and 'Science for Schools' for young children to 'Student Forum'

and 'Emerging Leaders' for those up to 35 years old. As well as those in formal education (high

school and university), outreach is also vital for those outside of academia and education,

including in business, cultural fields and the public sector.

The main focus of the outreach and education is the Arctic: a broad and multidisciplinary topic

spanning climate change, biodiversity, cultural preservation, sustainable development, energy

transition and science-policy interactions. The science and activities that are planned are tailored

to each age group. The youngest children focus on experiments and gaging an interest in science.

For those in high school, the program lasts three months, from inspiration days to holding a

science conference with findings of their research project. Collaborations and funding are

necessary for these events to run, and this can alter the amount of scientific outreach as well as

numbers and diversity of students they can reach.

The education and outreach components of Arctic Frontiers have been running now for over 10

years. Testimonials and feedback from attendees are largely positive, but efforts should now be

made to increase the circle of impact. In this presentation we will focus on how we tailor the

outreach to different groups and discuss how we use science at the heart of bringing together

different audiences for holistic Arctic discussions. We also welcome feedback on new methods or



activities for outreach, to ensure that we see scientific interest from childhood to career.
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