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Gateway to a salt giant: a new record of the Messinian Salinity Crisis
from the westernmost part of the Mediterranean
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Salt giant formation is dependent on the dimensions of the connection linking the marginal basin

to the open ocean and the nature of exchange between then. However, records from these

connecting straits are rare, making it difficult to test connectivity scenarios. As part of the IMMAGE

Land-2-Sea project, Integrated Ocean Discovery Program Expedition 401 drilled a new site, U1611,

in the Alborán Sea. This basin is thought to have been part of the corridor that linked the

Mediterranean with the Atlantic during the formation of the late Miocene salt giant. More than 600

m of sediments were recovered from Site U1611 spanning the early Messinian to early Pliocene.

Here we present preliminary results and consider their implications for the origin and evolution of

the Messinian Salinity Crisis.
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