
From Honest Brokers to Lobbyists: 
The Role of Scientists in Different 

Contexts and Countries? 

Meetings | Publications | Outreach | www.egu.eu

Monday 4 May, 16:15 - 18:00. Room E



Panel
Nicole Arbour
Belmont Forum

Alessandro Allegra, University College London
European Academies Science Advisory Council (EASAC)

Linda Lammensalo
Finnish Academy of Science and Letters

Lorenzo Melchor Fernandéz
Spanish National Office for Science Advice (ONAC)

Moderator
Lene Topp
Science for Policy Consultant, Topp 
Advice

EGU26 – US8



What could be the role of 
scientists in various
governance & institutional
contexts

Linda Lammensalo, knowledge broker 

Finnish Academy of Science & Letters



3.5.2026
WEF, 2025. WEF_Global_Risks_Report_2026.pdf p. 9

2

Policymakers are navigating rapidly changing and entangled policy 
issues. 

https://reports.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Global_Risks_Report_2026.pdf
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In conditions of deep uncertainty, policymakers 
do not primarily need more information. 

They need help structuring what is known, what 
is contested, and what is genuinely unknown.
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  Understand interdependencies & causal mechanisms

  Identify potential unintended consequences 

  Uncover assumptions, evidence gaps & uncertainties

MAKE SENSE OF POTENTIAL RISKS & 
OPPORTUNITIES
BY COMBINING EVIDENCE SYNTHESIS & MULTIDISCIPLINARY EXPERT VIEWS (+ 
FORESIGHT)  
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Strategic, coordinated and collective impact 
work is required, not individual researchers 

performing better.
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This requires:

Institutional structures and incentive 
systems tailored to local context

 that enable effective knowledge 
brokering. 
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Idealised roles for scientists in policymaking

Honest Broker

Issue 
Advocate

Pure Scientist Science Arbiter

Contact level with policymaking and stakeholdersLow High

Source: Adapted from Pielke 2008, and European Commission’s JRC presentations



Brooks H (1964) “The scientific advisor” In R. Gilpin and C Wright (eds.) Scientists and national policymaking. New York, 
NY: Columbia University Press, pp 73-96

Policy for science
(Science, technology and innovation policy)

• R&D funding, programmes, strategies and plans
• STI systems
• Researcher careers
• Scientists are proactive and usually run policies

Science for policy
(Science advice)

• Scientific knowledge to support decisionmaking 
in any policy topic

• Evidence-informed policymaking
• Scientists are reactive upon demand

Key to distinguish your policy interaction



Expert opinion versus honest brokerage

vs





Fostering cocreation and collaboration
• I+P Grants (Proyectos I+P)

• Policy fellowships to solve knowledge needs (Estancias I+P)

 Research grant with the support of a public admin

 A civil servant is part of the Project team

 Example: “the scientific basis for an Integrative Plan for pollution 
and heatwaves in public health based on Saharan dust and 
biomass combustion”

 A gov dept has identified a challenge for Science advice

 A researcher will spend 6 months at the gov dpt

 Example: “Scenario analysis of vulnerability and adaptation to 
natural risks” at the Ministry of Interior



Different actors with complementary roles 
and functions in the S4P ecosystem

European Commission, Joint Research Centre, Cañibano, C. and Real-Dato, J., The Spanish scientific and 
technical advisory ecosystem for public policy, Melchor Fernandez, L. and Krieger, K. editor(s), Publications 
Office of the European Union, Luxembourg, 2024, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2760/452411, JRC135017
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