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The Roman city of Urbs Salvia was an important center in the Marche region in central Italy (the roman regio
V Picenum, modern Marche), located in one of the major communication routes connecting the tyrrenian to the
adriatic side of the peninsula. The presence of the city is documented since the II century B.C. and lasted till the
VI century A.D. (Fabrini, 2004). The archaeological excavations revealed a city with important civil and religious
monuments presuming an active craftsmens’ and merchants’ community.
This study is a part of a project aimed at the archaeometrical characterization of the materials recovered during the
archaeological excavations (Martinelli et al., 2012), with focus on the characterization of the pigments from wall
painting found in three buildings: Temple-Cryptoporticus, a building named “delle acque” and a building named
“del pozzo”.
The team collected 29 samples of different colors. The size of the analyzed fragments range from 1 cm2 to 5 cm2
and they include also some unused paint pellets found in the same site of the wall painting. The colours are well
preserved and still brilliant in spite of their antiquity and burial conditions. The samples have been analyzed using
different techniques, Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM-EDS) and X-ray diffraction (XRD).
The analyses show that the color palette used in the wall paintings from Urbs Salvia was very rich presenting
often an ample variety of hues within the same color and moreover by mixtures of some of these pigments have
been used to produce additional colours. It is worth mentioning the presenge of the Egyptian blue pigment and its
green variety the Egyptian green (Pages-Camagna and Colinart, 2003)
The results obtained for the pigments from Urbs Salvia site, never characterized before, suggest the presence of
experienced artists and local workshops, with a variety of pigments and the hability of using them in a number of
buildings and in a long period of time. These information support the idea that the city of Urbs Salvia was a rich
and strategic trading center in the Roman time.
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