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Due to frequently rather coarse grained temper material, mineralogical investigations of Neolithic pottery often
reveal instructive references to characteristic local rocks and minerals. This aids in the understanding of manufac-
turing, transport, and use of pottery in this period. Twelve pottery fragments from the Neolithic site of Cabecicos
Negros (Vera, Almería, Spain) were investigated by polarization microscopy and electron microprobe. Specific
associations of mineral and rock fragments were distinguished, which can be correlated with local geological
units. These comprise the metamorphic basement of the Betic Cordillera as well as sedimentary cover rocks and
rather unique K-rich calc-alkaline, shoshonitic and lamproitic volcanics, which were produced during the Neogene.
Characteristic mineral compositions of biotites, pyroxenes, garnets, and volcanic glass fragments as well as typical
zoning patterns of plagioclases allow for a pretty precise allocation of raw material used.


