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Various types of documentary evidence from Germany, Switzerland and the Czech Republic have been used to
create temperature indices for the period 1500–1854. Homogenized temperature series from 11 Central European
stations covering the period 1760–2007 served as target values to reconstruct monthly, seasonal and annual temper-
atures in Central Europe since AD 1500. Spatial coherency of the compiled Central European Temperature (CEuT)
series is presented. The CEuT series is further used to define extremely cold/warm months and seasons and the
spatial and temporal distribution of such extremes are presented in context of existing knowledge of climate vari-
ability within Europe. The CEuT extremes are compared to corresponding documentary based chronologies from
other European countries or regions as well as reconstructions from other proxies (e.g. tree rings).
The most pronounced cold/warm seasons are analyzed with respect to potential causes and also with respect to
recent warming trends. We discuss the potential of documentary evidence to study weather and climate extremes
and show that such data provide valuable information for studying past human response to climatic extremes.


