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Recent studies showed that the sensible heat flux (H) measured with an array of eddy-correlation system has an
high spatial and temporal variability over sparse tall vegetation, such as olive trees, whereas Hdetermined with a
displaced-beam laser scintillometer (DBLS) appeared to behave more stable. In this study, the results are shown
of two field experiments performed over an olive tree plantation in Sicily in 2007 and 2008, in order to investi-
gate the applicability of a DBSL in combination with remote sensing techniques for the actual evapotranspiration
assessment. In 2007 the laser beams was closer to the top of the canopy than in 2008.

Various aspects of the scintillation method will be discussed, such as uncertainty about Monin-Obukhov similarity
relations for dissipation of kinetic turbulence energy (ε), the structure parameter of temperature (C2

T ), effects of
the roughness sub-layer and the outer scale of turbulence.

Finally, a practical method will be proposed for routine applications in agriculture of the DBLS over sparse tall
Mediterranean vegetation.


