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The Climatic Observatory of the Karst, officially inaugurated on 2nd October, 2008, is born in the same place of
the historical headquarter of the Borgo Grotta Gigante Meteorological Office, which was set up in 1966 and has
been officially operating since 1st January, 1967.
The meteorological facilities and the weather office are located on the premises of the visitor centre of “Grotta
Gigante”, which is a very popular karstic cave of Trieste, visited each year by at least 70k people. The privileged
position induced the promoters of this initiative to think about an integrated meteorological multilanguages system
for the visitors. This system provides in real time weather forecasts and meteorological data and, at the same
time, general tourist information as well. The synergic cooperation of various Scientific Organizations, which are
involved in climatic research at the Borgo Grotta Gigante Climatic Observatory of the Karst, makes possible the
realization of this project: “E.Boegan” Cave Commission of S.A.G. (the administrative body); ARPA-OSMER,
the Friuli Venezia-Giulia Meteorological Observatory of the Regional Agency of the Environmental Protection,
(which manages the automatic station, broadcasts and publishes data in real time and forecasts in the visitors
waiting room); C.N.R.-I.S.M.A.R., the Marine Science Institute in Trieste of the National Research Council of
Italy (which manages and maintains mechanical instruments, publishes data and carries out checks, files data and
publishes reports); U.M.F.V.G., the Friuli Venezia Giulia Meteorological Union (which is involved in scientific
dissemination activity and web sharing of information); the Environmental and Public Works Section and Water
Service of the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region (water resources monitoring).
Moreover one of the main characteristic of the Observatory, also because of didactic reasons, is to maintain
the traditional mechanical-analogue part of data collection, carried out by observers, alongside the electronic
sensors. This factor is essential for the continuity and the homogeneity of historical series and it distinguishes
the observatory from a normal weather station. The data collected is published annually in the "Osservazioni
meteoriche" magazine, a publication edited by CGEB as a supplement to the scientific journal "Atti e memorie",
which is sent to various Public Authorities, Scientific Organizations, libraries and anyone who applies for it.


