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High resolution climatology
- towards climate change services

Newspapers as early meteorological data sources in Andalusia (southern
Spain), 1796-1830.
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The growing evidence of an anthropogenically induced climatic change and the need to compare present-day
climate with that of the past centuries, has boosted the search of early meteorological data from all kind of historical
archives. Among the documentary data sources, early newspapers deserve special attention. Anonymous observers
began to send their data to local newspapers to ensure that people were informed of them. Hardly anything is known
of the conditions in which these recording were made, and press collections conserved from late 18th century to
mid-19th century are fragmentary. However, it is interesting to analyze the potential of these newspapers as climatic
data sources in a period prior to the existence of an official meteorological service. In this work, some examples of
Andalusian cities (southern Spain) are analyzed and their utility as data sources is studied: El Mensagero (1796-
1797), El Publicista (1812-1813), Diario Constitucional (1820) of Granada, Diario del Gobierno de Sevilla (1812-
1813), Diario de Sevilla (1826-1831), Diario de Sevilla de Comercio, Artes y Literatura (1829-1830) of Seville,
and Diario Mercantil de Cádiz (1802-1803, 1816-1830) of Cádiz. Future research is outlined.


