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In Germany environmental agencies exist both on the country level and on the level of the different federal states
of Germany. A regular working group of members of all the environmental agencies discusses the needs and
options of presenting regional (resolution of few km) climate information to the public as well as to political
stakeholders. As a result of this working group, guidelines have been formulated on how to present regional
climate and climate change information.
In this presentation, the guidelines developed by the working group will be presented. Examples of good versus
bad practice will be given and reasons for the guidelines will be explained. The topics covered include: Definition
of ‘climate projection’ versus ‘climate forecast’, recommendations for use of scenarios, temporal and spatial
resolution, reference periods, treatment of model biases and significance, optimal use of colour selection and
scaling, and treatment of different model generations. A special focus will be given to the presentation of results
from multiple simulations (ensembles), as evidence is mounting that we need to take ensemble results into account
for decision making.
Examples shown will be for the federal state of Hessen, Germany.


