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High resolution climatology
- towards climate change services

Arts and Climate
T. Cegnar
Environmental Agency of Slovenia, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Arts and climate science have more in common points than it appears at first glance. Artistic works can help us to
directly or indirectly learn about climatic conditions and weather events in the past, but are also very efficient in
raising awareness about climate change nowadays.

Long scientific articles get very little response among general public, because most people don’t want to
read long articles. There is a need to communicate climate change issues more powerfully and more directly,
with simple words, pictures, sculptures, installations. Artistic works can inspire people to take concrete action. A
number of communication media can fit this purpose. Artists can speak to people on an emotional and intellectual
level; they can help people to see things from another perspective and in new ways. Artists can motivate change;
they have the freedom to weave facts, opinions, thoughts, emotion and colour all together.

Paintings are witnesses of the past climatic conditions. We can learn from paintings, architectural construc-
tions and sculptures about the vegetation, weather events, animals, and way of living. Mentioning only some few
examples: old paintings in caves, also Flemish painters are often shown for their winter landscapes, and paintings
are very useful to illustrate how fast glaciers are melting.

At the end, we shall not forget that dilapidation of art masterpieces often depends on climatic conditions.


