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High resolution climatology
- towards climate change services

The development of the Swiss Adaptation Strategy
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In summer 2009, the Federal Council mandated the Departement of the Environment, Transport, Energy and
Communication (DETEC) to develop a Swiss adaptation strategy. This strategy aims to coordinate the efforts of
all federal departments involved in adaptation, and to provide them with the necessary basic information.

For the development of the Swiss adaptation strategy the following principles are fundamental. (1.) The
strategy aims to achieve the overarching objectives of harnessing the opportunities that climate change presents,
minimizing the risks of climate change to people and assets, and to increases the adaptive capacity of all resources.
(2) The strategy is based on the most recent scientific knowledge about climate change and climate change
impacts. (3.) It is based in on a sound and comprehensive analysis of climate change risks. (4.) It includes strategic
goals for the sectors that are most vulnerable to climate change, i.e. water management, biodiversity management,
agriculture, forestry, natural hazard prevention, health care, energy generation, tourism, land use. (5.) It thoroughly
analyzes the interfaces between the sectoral strategies in order solve existing conflicts and profit form existing
synergies.

The Swiss Adaptation Strategy will be completed and submitted to the Federal Council by the End of
2011.


