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High resolution climatology
- towards climate change services

Scientific climate change information by collaborative venture and digital
portal
W Dubelaar-Versluis
Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute (KNMI), De Bilt, Netherlands (versluis@knmi.nl)

Klimaatportaal is the digital entry of Dutch ‘climate’ knowledge centres, which are collaborated in the Platform
Communication on Climate Change (PCCC). This collaborative venture was established in 2003 by the Dutch
climate research community to improve the quality, efficiency and effectiveness of the communication of Dutch
climate research.

By now, eight Dutch knowledge centres are participating and still more want to join. The Ministry of
Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment (VROM) supports the PCCC and the project is implemented in
collaboration with the BSIK ‘Climate Changes Spatial Planning’ programme.

The website provides actual and background climate change information for a wide audience on the na-
tional scale from policy makers, media to general public. By supplying integral climate information, such as
observations of climate change, causes and consequences of climate system, adaptation, mitigation and energy
issues, a wide spectrum of target groups will be served. The information is offered in different forms, because
of the needs of different target groups. Klimaatportaal contains therefore news on climate issues, frequently
asked questions and popular science reports, like the annually brochure De Staat van het Klimaat (‘The State
of the Climate’). Recently, also a portal for students is added, where they can find information for their assignments.

Beside the website, PCCC is organising activities as symposia and workshops and is supplying information
on international issues, for example the content of the Kyoto protocol and the IPCC fourth assessment report
(2007). Finally, informing the public through contacts with the media is also an important part of the PCCC.
The presentation will address the strengths and weaknesses of this approach which may serve as an example for
combining knowledge in outreach activities in other countries.


