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Long-term datasets are of great importance for climate research. They allow describing past climate variability
highly resolved in space and time, are important for re-analyses and model evaluation. Especially early instru-
mental series are the connecting link to the paleoclimatic community. In Europe there is a good data coverage
since the 1960ies, however to capture the full climate variability including extremes time series are often too
short. Although a considerable part of long-term series have already been digitized and made available, there
are still millions of data to be recovered and rescued. Due to a number of completed or running activities
(http://www.climatol.eu/DARE) the number of digital available data has been increasing continuously, however
an extended overview has not been made available so far. The EUMETNET Expert Team will contribute to the
European climate services by providing an extended inventory of digitized and non-digitized data, focusing on
centennial or even longer daily data, long-term mountain stations of at least 50 years and data in sparse regions.
The inventory will be made available on the web.

A questionnaire has been developed and distributed among the members of the WMO Regional Associa-
tion VI (Europe), resulting answers will be analyzed and presented. The feedback up to now shows that a number
of countries are not fully informed about the treasures in their archives, so we are still waiting for more answers.
We also want to contact universities and research institutions who have rescued data for their special research
purposes to share their knowledge. The overall key question is: what is the amount of data to be rescued and what
resources will be necessary to make those long-term data available?


