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Hydrometeorological extremes (HMEs) cause often loss of human lives and material damage. For understanding
of their recent and future changes the knowledge from the past is important. Documentary evidence represents
an important source of data about them spanning over several past centuries. The contribution analyses temporal
and spatial variability of HMEs (mainly flood, flash flood, thunderstorm, hailstorm, windstorm, torrential rain)
in Southern Moravia, the Czech Republic, from AD 1701. Corresponding information related to HMEs and their
impacts is taken prevailingly from archival records such as taxation documents (reduction of taxes in case of any
damage caused by HMEs), weather records in family archives and chronicles, but also in newspapers and system-
atic meteorological and hydrological observations. Created database allows study long-term changes in frequency,
seasonality, magnitude, synoptic reasons and human impacts of HMEs. Examples of several the most disastrous
HMEs are presented. Results obtained are discussed with respect to uncertainties in existing documentary data and
systematic observations.


