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Towards a Global Surface Reference Network
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Diamond (14)
(1) Maynooth University, Irish Climate Analysis and Research Units, Geography, Maynooth, Ireland (peter.thorne@nuim.ie),
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Both the Global Climate Observing System and Commission for Climatology have requested scoping out of a
potential global surface reference network. In this presentation the outline of what such a network would look like,
how it might operate and what it may achieve shall be outlined. This includes the underpinning metrological prin-
ciples, which essential climate variables may be monitored, what individual sites may look like, siting and network
density considerations etc. Next steps shall be outlined, key to which is broad buy-in by National Meteorological
Services and their industrial and academic partners, who shall underpin much of any successful network.


