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Abstract 

A survey was sent out to university departments 
around the US that were thought to include faculty 
involved in planetary science research and/or offer 
planetary science undergraduate or graduate degrees.  
This is Part A of a study of the demographics of 
planetary science carried out by the American 
Institute of Physics (AIP) and sponsored by NASA’s 
Planetary Science Division. Part B will be a survey 
of the planetary scientists with PhDs working in the 
US, to be carried out by the AIP in mid-2011. 
Starting on December 8th 2010 surveys were sent out 
by email to department chairs. A total of 48 
departments responded between December 9th and 
April 8th . There is only U of Arizona that has a 
department that is called planetary sciences – the rest 
are combined with Earth sciences (14), astronomy 
(15), geology/geophysics (8), physics (7), 
atmospheric science (5), something else or 
combinations thereof. We present statistics from 
these 48 departments on faculty, researchers, 
graduate and undergraduate students. 
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