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Abstract

The need to engage with Europe’s policy
makers is more crucial now than ever.
MEPs' understanding of the contribution and
importance of planetary science to European
research, industry, culture, education and
job-creation may have major implications
for both the direction of research and future
funding for Europe's planetary science
community. The mid-term review of the
European Commission's Seventh
Framework Programme is currently in
progress and these discussions will feed into
the drafting of Framework Eight. With
space-going nations around the world
redefining priorities, Europe may have an
opportunity to take a lead in planetology on
a global scale. This should be taken into
account when considering planetology
within the frameworks of the European
Space Policy.

This panel discussion, hosted by Dr Robert
Massey, Deputy Executive of the Royal
Astronomical Session, will look at engaging
with policy makers from the point of view

of those working in the European Parliament,
European Commission, industry, as well as
the planetary community.



