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Abstract 
The Dawn mission will have completed its 
exploration of Vesta by the time of the 2012 EPSC 
meeting. On May 1, the spacecraft began thrusting to 
raise its orbit from the 210 km altitude LAMO orbit 
to a second High Altitude Mapping Orbit (HAMO) 
that would take advantage of the changed solar 
illumination conditions to get increased stereo 
coverage in the northern hemisphere. On August 26, 
Dawn is scheduled to depart from Vesta, returning to 
its solar orbit and transfer to Vesta, arriving on 
February 1, 2012. This paper summarizes the 
scientific results obtained at Vesta and the current 
plans for Ceres. 
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