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Spin-orbit angles, and the aligned-misaligned transition
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Abstract

The number of planetary systems with measured or in-
ferred spin-orbit alignment angles is rapidly approach-
ing 100. With increased sample size comes increased
importance of ‘unusual’ systems: either very hot or
very cold host stars, or strongly misaligned orbits. It
is these that will provide the information that is vi-
tal to our understanding of the mechanisms underlying
(mis)alignment and its evolution.

We present new Rossiter-McLaughlin measure-
ments for several planets discovered by the WASP sur-
vey. Our sample consists of planets which lie close to
the Teff = 6250 K transition between ‘hot’ and ‘cold’
systems proposed by [1]; we examine this transition in
the context of our new results, and comment on how
well-defined it really is.
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