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Abstract

The talk entitled *Astrobiology and Society in Eu-
rope Today. The White Paper on the societal implica-
tions of astrobiology research in Europe and the need
for a European Astrobiology Institute’ gives an out-
line of a recently completed joint work of Working
Group 5 Philosophy and History of Astrobiology, a
part of a Trans-Domain European COST Action Life-
ORIGINS TD1308 Origins and evolution of life on
Earth and in the Universe.

With contributions from authors in twenty-five
countries and over thirty scientific institutions world-
wide, on societal implications of astrobiology research
in European context and its relation to society at large.

1. Introduction

Astrobiology enjoys a great deal of interest among the
public, probably more than most other fields of re-
search. It also has implications for human life outside
laboratories and lecture halls. It has the potential to be
a flagship of European cooperation in science.
Astrobiology is inherently interdisciplinary and
based on collaboration between disciplines, universi-
ties and countries. For Europe to take a leading role
in this research, it is very important to have a stable
structure that can coordinate research, research infras-
tructure, funding and relations to the surrounding so-
ciety in an efficient way. In detail, during the talk will
be introduced the two main objectives of the Astrobi-
ology and Society White Paper:
(1) It recommends the establishment of a European
Astrobiology Institute (EAI) as an answer to a series
of challenges relating to astrobiology but also Euro-
pean research, education and the society.
(2) It also acknowledges the societal implications of
astrobiology, and thus the role of the social sciences
and humanities in optimizing the positive contribution
that astrobiology can make to the lives of the people of
Europe and the challenges they face.

2. Poster Outline

With the aim to inform space science professionals as
well as interested public about the White Paper, the
sections related to contributions of astrobiology to so-
ciety, advancement of science in Europe, environmen-
tal protection, as well as societal challenges from as-
trobiology, and potential conflicts of interest between
astrobiology and commercial use of space will be in-
troduced. Furthermore, the poster aims to point out to
the timely role of an organised initiative in astrobiol-
ogy education and popularisation of science.
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