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The field of exoplanets is one of the most rapidly growing, with more than 4000 new planets
discovered over the past 25 years. In the last decade, we have entered in a new era, the era of
exoplanet characterisation, where studies are also focused on understanding more about individual
exoplanets, through follow-up observations. Follow-up observations can be used to better constrain
the architecture and the dynamics of the planetary system, to detect and characterise the
atmospheres of the planets in the system, and to efficiently plant future dedicated observations.
Many ground and space-based observatories contribute to this effort from different perspectives
already, and new ones are being designed at the moment. In addition, more exoplanets are being
discovered on a daily basis. Overall, the variety and the amount of follow-up observations are
increasing year by year. In this context, the effort of characterising exoplanets calls for an efficient
way of extracting the most information out of all the available observations and sharing this with the
community, though a centralized platform open to as many members of the community as possible.
While many observatories provide publicly available data, in such a rapidly growing and diverse field
a really open platform cannot be limited to sharing open access data alone.
In this talk I will discuss about the contribution of the Hubble Space Telescope to the
characterisation of a population of exoplanet atmospheres over the last 10 years, emphasising the
importance of publicly available data but also the limitations in extracting and sharing the
information in them. More specifically, I will focus on the need for dedicated data archives and
publicly available data analysis tools. Also, I will discuss how the lessons learned can be used as a
prototype for an open platform for the characterisation of exoplanets in the future.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

