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Learning objective: 

Interpret current primary literature in cell biology, and communicate 

key findings in writing.

Second-year cell biology course (BIOL 200)

Original assignment:

Write a 1200-word essay on a scientific controversy in the field

New assignment:

Write a 750-word press release based on a current research paper 

An example:



Students read press releases and do online quiz/worksheet

Setting students up for success

Students read research papers and do online quiz/worksheet

Teaching assistants receive training on writing in journalistic style (the 

structure, newsworthiness, not using jargon, being concise, etc.)

Teaching assistants relay that info in tutorial sessions (worksheet)

Students compare a research paper and its press release (worksheet) 
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