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Euro-Mediterranean region. Planning a public webgis platform to
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In spite of substantial improvements in managing flood risk and a large number of governmental
initiatives on a different scale, floods still represent a threat to human life. The July 2021
catastrophic flood that affected Germany and neighboring countries, killing more than 200 people,
witnesses that citizens can be massively killed by floods in developed countries attentive to flood
risk management. Beyond the local factors leading to each death, specific circumstances and
individual behaviors are shown to be comparable among different flood fatalities. The collection of
these data allows researchers and flood risk managers to explore demographic, behavioral, and
situational factors and environmental features of flood-related mortality to promote Disaster Risk
Reduction. To answer the lack of standardized data collection on flood fatalities on the European
scale, we created FFEM-DB, the multinational Database of Flood Fatalities from the EuroMediterranean region. Currently, FFFEM-DB hosts 2,875 flood fatalities from 12 territories (nine of
which represent entire countries) in Europe and the broader Mediterranean region from 1980 to
2020 and provides data on fatalities’ profiles, location, and circumstances contributing to the fatal
accident. The FFEM-DB is expandable, regularly updated, publicly available, and with anonymized
data. Compared to existing disaster datasets containing spare data on flood fatalities, the key
advantages are FFEM-DB's high level of detail, data accuracy, record completeness, and the large
sample size from an extended area. The present contribution proposes future developments of the
FFEM-DB in terms of a) the spatial expansion, covering more regions; b) data sharing by means of a
dedicated webgis platform, planned to both support actions of civil protection agencies and promote
data diffusion among citizens to raise risk awareness.
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