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This paper explores how contemporary literature functions as an ethical and imaginative laboratory
for negotiating ecological collapse and envisioning alternative futures. It focuses on three novels
that span speculative and realist approaches: Olga Flor’s Ein kurzes Buch zum fréhlichen Untergang
(2025, own translation: “A Short Book on a Cheerful Downfall”), Carla Kaspari's Das Ende ist
beruhigend (2025, own translation: “"The End Is Reassuring”), and T. C. Boyle’s Blue Skies (2024).
Together, these works illuminate how environmental narratives reveal cultural and moral values
attached to biodiversity while grappling with the rough edges of nature—its fragility,
unpredictability, and destructive force.

Flor's narrative combines apocalyptic imagery with satirical undertones, dramatizing the
consequences of human hubris and resource exploitation. The tilted Earth axis and extreme climatic
zones expose the ethical dilemmas of adaptation and survival. Yet, amidst devastation, Flor
introduces moments of resilience and renewal, suggesting that hope persists even in the ruins of
civilization.

Kaspari, by contrast, envisions a commodified utopia under protective domes, where “hope”
becomes a marketable product and nature survives only as simulation. This scenario interrogates
the moral ambiguity between survival and exploitation: What happens when ecological values are
reduced to aesthetic experiences? How do psychological and cultural attachments to biodiversity
endure when nature ceases to be a lived reality?

Boyle situates the climate crisis in the hyperreal present: wildfires, floods, and species loss deeply
affect everyday life, while adaptation strategies oscillate between consumerist gestures and
desperate attempts of genuine sustainability. Nature and weather phenomena are constantly
interlinked with the destinies of the characters and their resilience strategies. His narrative
foregrounds the ethical complexity of individual choices in a world in which ecological collapse is not
a distant threat but an ongoing condition.

By juxtaposing these narratives, the paper argues that literature does not merely reflect ecological
crises; it actively shapes discourses on resilience, adaptation, and ethical responsibility. These
novels challenge dominant paradigms of progress and consumption, exposing themes of loss,
fragility, and commodification while offering imaginative resources for transformative futures.
Stories of collapse emerge not only as warnings but as catalysts for rethinking human-nature
relations beyond technological fixes and market-driven solutions.
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