WBF2026-810, updated on 20 Aug 2026
https://doi.org/10.5194/wbf2026-810

World Biodiversity Forum 2026
© Author(s) 2026. This work is distributed under
the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License.

From Rainforest-at-Risk to Planetary Laboratory: The
Swiss—Amazonian Mapping as Narrative Infrastructure for
Biodiversity Futures

Vincent Neumann and Benjamin Bollmann
Swissnex in Brazil, Projects/Government, Brazil/Switzerland (vincent.neumann@swissnex.org)

The Swiss-Amazonian Mapping reframes Amazonia from a distant “forest-at-risk” into a living
knowledge system and innovation ecosystem—one that generates pathways for biodiversity
stewardship, climate resilience, and equitable development. Coordinated by Swissnex in Brazil, the
mapping curates a cross-sector network of Swiss actors working with Amazonian partners across
research, innovation, finance, culture, and public policy. The report assembles initiatives spanning
Indigenous-led conservation technology, biodiversity science, regenerative agriculture, forest-
positive value chains, circular economy, arts-based inquiry, and science diplomacy.

As an environmental narrative, the mapping proposes a shift in imagination: Amazonia is not only a
site of extraction or emergency, but a planetary laboratory where scientific methods, traditional
knowledge, and creative practices can meet on equal footing. The featured actors are connected less
by a single theme than by a shared ethics of engagement—respect for Indigenous and local rights,
collaboration over appropriation, transparency and traceability, and a commitment to keeping
forests standing while strengthening livelihoods. Brazilian institutions and communities are credited
not as “beneficiaries,” but as co-authors of outcomes: they shape research questions, governance
approaches, monitoring practices, and culturally grounded solutions.

Positioned within the session Telling the Future, this case study shows how narratives can influence
both policy and practice by redefining what counts as “innovation” and who is recognized as an
innovator. The mapping foregrounds tensions—between conservation and development, global
finance and local sovereignty, visibility and simplification—and treats them as “rough edges” that
require accountable design, not celebratory storytelling. By creating a single entry point to
Swiss—-Amazonian collaborations and making them legible as a coherent ecosystem, the report offers
a practical tool for partnership-building while also advancing a moral narrative: a future for
biodiversity depends on reciprocity, plural knowledge systems, and the ability to imagine prosperity
without deforestation.

This contribution invites dialogue on how curated ecosystem mappings can function as narrative
infrastructures—shaping perception, ethics, and action—toward desirable futures for Amazonia and
the planet.
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